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"... this is an excellent performance

representing a useful, joyful and even inspired

addition to the orchestral repertoire.’
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Alice McVeigh: This is a very joyous
disc: sonorous, exuberant and
expansive, and wonderfully evocative of
the then-youthful Brahms. Kenneth
Woods loves his horns — whether they
love him must remain rather more
doubtful: he sends his really excellent
first horn — James Topp — sky-high
particularly, as he admits in his notes
on his orchestration, because he was
smitten with the daring notion of an
opening horn chorale.

One can see why. The horn chorale
works in performance as well as in
concept, with other felicitous touches
including the use of pizzicato in the
graceful, serenade-like sections and
rich punctuation in the main theme from
the heavy brass.

Because, make no mistake: this
astutely conceived version is for full
orchestra, and the full English
Symphony Orchestra here sounds
keen, gutsy and powerful. The long and
ambitious first movement has a lovely
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Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)
Piano et No. 2 in A major, op. 26

E nglish Symphony Orchestra
‘and conducted by Kenneth Woods

rchestrated Brahms's Second Piano Quartet Op. 26 to
ectively a completely new Brahms symphony...Any

Id be fascinated to hear this orchestration...”
ratby. The Birmingham Post

ms arrangement, Woods proves to be a master orchestrator,

score of wide-ranging expression and colour...Woods brings

armth to Opus 26, and this could well pass as an original

- al score...one which will for sure in the future delight
here.” Adrian Williams. Classical Source
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